Great Grandpa Knowlton Documents

Biography dated 1903. Note that Grandpa Knowlton is not mentioned as he
was not born until 1906.

1941 article describing Grandpa’s community activities

1946 article about Grandpa’s 85" birthday. We went to Cadillac to
celebrate and put 85 candles on the cake. By the time we got half of them
lighted, the other half started to melt.

Letter from senior senator from Michigan at 85™ birthday
March, 1948 article about Grandpa and community garden.

November, 1949 letters from American Red Cross. The Red Cross was
Grandpa’s major civic activity for many years.



HENRY KNOWLTON BIO DATED 1903

Knowlton, Henry (b. 1861) — of Cadillac, Wexford County, Mich. Born in
Chester Township, Ottawa County, Mich., 1861. Son of William Knowlton;
married, January 20, 1886, to Allie Bishop. Banker; mayor of Cadillac, Mich.,
1900-01; defeated, 1901. Burial location unknown.

To present in detail the leading facts of the life of one of Cadillac's enterprising
men of affairs and throw light upon some of his more prominent characteristics, is
the task in hand in submitting a brief biography of the well-known gentleman
whose name appears above. Though still in the prime of life, Henry Knowlton has
won an honorable place in the business world, besides impressing his strong
personality upon the community where for a number of years he has been a
forceful factor in financial circles. Mr. Knowlton is a worthy representative of one
of the oldest and most highly respected pioneer families of Ottawa county, his
father, William Knowlton, having settled in that part of the state when it was a
wilderness, in due time clearing and developing a fine farm and becoming one of
the leading agriculturists and representatives of what is now the township of
Chester. On the old homestead in Chester township the subject of this review first
saw the light of day, his birth dating from September 17, 1861. Reared in close
touch with nature in the country, he early became familiar with the varied duties of
farm life, and grew up with a proper appreciation of the dignity of honest toil,
knowing little by practical experience of the meaning of idleness. In the public
schools of Ottawa and Kent counties he obtained a fair educational training, and
on attaining his majority he came to Cadillac, entering, in October, 1882, the
employ of H. D. Wallin, Jr., as clerk in the office of the Michigan Iron Works. In
his clerical capacity Mr. Knowlton soon developed fine abilities and became one
of the useful and trusted men connected with the above enterprise, continuing with
the company until 1887, in February of which year he resigned his position for the
purpose of accepting a more lucrative post, with the private banking firm of D. A.
Blodgett Company. Mr. Knowlton entered the latter concern in a minor capacity,
but, by reason of efficiency and conscientious fidelity to duty, gradually rose to
more responsible stations, each succeeding year adding to his reputation as an
accomplished accountant and able financier. Since 1887 he has been constantly
before the public in positions requiring the highest order of business talent,
holding at this time the office of cashier in the Cadillac State Bank, in which
capacity he has gained worthy prestige in financial circles, being a man of mature
judgment, unimpeachable integrity, a hard worker, careful in his methods and
conservative as well as eminently successful in all his dealings. As may be readily



inferred from the above, Mr. Knowlton occupies no second place in the confidence
and esteem of his fellowmen, having won the responsible position he now
commands by loyalty to every trust reposed in him as well as by the ability and
energy displayed in his peculiar field of endeavor. He is a man of wise foresight,
whose enterprising spirit no difficulties can discourage, and, with a tenacity of
purpose as rare as it is admirable, he seems to possess the faculty of moulding
circumstances to suit his purposes, rather than being affected by them. His
sagacity in matters coming within his sphere is most pronounced, being rarely
mistaken in his judgment of men and things, and he foresees with remarkable
clearness future possibilities relative to his business interests and determines with
a high degree of accuracy their probable bearing. He has made a close and careful
study of financial questions, is familiar with every detail of banking and much of
the success of the popular institution with which he is officially connected is due
to his able and judicious business methods. In all his transactions he has ever
manifested a disposition to do as he would be done by and by reason of his
continued success, unblemished character and just and liberal life he has nobly
earned the universal esteem in which he is held by his fellow men. It is not as a
business man only that Mr. Knowlton has come prominently to the notice of the
people, as he has long been a potential factor in the domain of politics. Since
attaining his majority he has been an uncompromising supporter of the Republican
party and as such his influence has had great weight in local. affairs, having for
five years represented the third ward in the common council of Cadillac, besides
serving one year as mayor of the city. As a member of the council he was
instrumental in introducing and bringing about much important municipal
legislation, and it was during his incumbency as chief executive that the present
beautiful city hall was planned and erected, in addition to which many other
improvements were provided, including the system of free mail delivery. While
serving in public capacities. Mr. Knowlton was untiring in his efforts to promote
the city's material welfare and was active in all matters of municipal reform,
looking carefully after the people's interests, using his influence to discourage
lavish or injudicious expenditures and by every means at his command guarding
the public funds and conserving all available resources. To him as much as to any
one individual is Cadillac indebted for the prosperity which has marked the last
decade of its history, as he has labored earnestly to beautify the city and make it a
desirable place of residence, besides advertising its advantages to the world as a
favorable locality for the investment of capital.

Mr. Knowlton believes in progress and improvement in all the terms imply, when



properly conducted, and he has long been an ardent advocate of all measures
looking to the commercial and industrial advancement of both city and county,
much of the credit for the present excellent highway system being directly
attributable to his efforts and influence. Believing the employment of labor to be
among the most judicious and effective means by which a community may become
progressive and prosperous, he has been untiring in his efforts to locate industries
and other enterprises at Cadillac, using his best endeavors to attract capital and
induce investments, with the result that every enterprising citizen has well-
grounded confidence in the future prosperity of this section of the state. He was a
leading spirit in the Commercial Club of Cadillac, which, in February, 1903, was
succeeded by the Cadillac Board of Trade, holding the office of secretary at the
present time, and in addition to his interest in city affairs, he is equally active in
advancing the agricultural and general prosperity of Wexford county, throughout
which his name has become widely and favorably known.

Without invidious distinction, it can be truthfully said that Mr. Knowlton is
preeminently one of Cadillac's most enterprising and successful men. In every
walk of life his chief aim has been to do his duty and his friends feel proud of him
as a broadminded, intelligent citizen and useful member of society. While giving
personal attention to his private interests and discharging conscientiously all the
duties of citizenship, he finds time to devote to the higher claims growing out of
man's relations as a social being, hence he is ever ready to assist the poor and
unfortunate, not a little of his means being dispensed through the channels of
charity and benevolence.

On the 20th of January, 1886, Mr. Knowlton was united in marriage with Miss
Allie Bishop, of Ottawa county, a union blessed with one child, a daughter by the
name of Josephine. The happy home circle was sadly broken, however, by the
death of Mrs. Knowlton, which occurred on the 28th of May, 1903. From the
foregoing brief outline of a busy career, it is not difficult to arrive at a just estimate
of Mr. Knowlton's character or to fix his proper standing in the community.
Beginning the struggle of life in moderate circumstances, he has not only removed
from his pathway the obstacles calculated to impede his progress and gained an
honorable position in the business world, but has also lived to become a power for
good in the community where he dwells. Interested in all that tends to benefit his
fellows, materially, educationally and morally, his influence has always been
exerted in the right direction and from what he has accomplished along the lines to
which his talents have been devoted it is easy to see that the world has been
blessed and made better by his presence.
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(By Aurey  Strohpaul.)

and he's still here. No longer ac-
tive in business affairs of the city,

way carrying on more than one
man's share of civic enterprises
that is, more than most men of 80
years would care fo do.
- It's with a great deal of per-
sonal pride that this aging veter-
an of the boom days of the lum-
bering industry looks at this city.
And justly so. He had an import-
ant part in its development.

There’s considerable doubt in the
minds of many persons if a roll
call of the American Red Cross
could be successful without Dad
|| Knowlton, hecause he's headed
them all for the last two decades
as Wexford county's chapter presi-
dent. And when the call went out
for war funds for the Red Cross
Dad Knowlton picked the right
persons to help him puf that drive
over the quota set for this region.
 But that wasn’t an unusual occur-
rence. Most of the roll calls have
gone over equally well,

~ Was Chamber Secretary.
: ¢ has an active Rotary
7 has made itself felt im
| the eommunity the last 22 years.
t| Dad Knowlton swells with pride at
[{ the mention of the organization,
because he was one of the found-
ers and since its inception he's
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HENRY KNOWLTON

Cadillac—Henry Knowlton came
here in 1882 to spend the winter

he's busier than ever in his quiet

-| helped organize it and still is vital-

gram of service and carrying it
through.

Near the center of the city
stands a beautiful stone edifice,
the Congregational church, built in
1924. It's one more reason for Dad
Knowlton to smile. He was chair-
man of the committee that ar-
ranged for the financing and
building of the $105,000 structure.

Cadillac has one of the outstand-
ing chambers of commerce in
Michigan and there, too, Dad
Knowlton deserves as much credit
as any one individual. Old timers
here remember that from 1903 to
1914 he served as the hard-labor-
ing secretary, without a cent of
remuneration.

This city has its share of indus-
tries. Again Dad Knowlton, can
toss out his chest, It was mnone
other than he who, as chamber of
commerce secretary and as banker,
arranged for the establishment of
some of the older ones.

No county in Michigan has done
more with a health program, work-
ing through the Wexford county
health unit. Once more a grin
spreads across Dad Knowlton's

health - preserving He

group.

1y interested -in_its activities.
fy'l‘h’e ‘city’s 3b2§tmg" institution is|
sound and prosperous and there's

itories back in 18957

St'been‘busy in determining the pro-

There’'s much that could be told
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room there for Dad Knowlton to|:
take another bow, Didn’t he set up |*
one of the city's earliest depos-|:
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ad Knowlton's accomp
?rseng. gome of his deeds hav’ei
long been forgotten, Many aren’
common knowlecége. QOthers are
en for granted. N
ta}.;;fter finishing & course iII\ ]
a Grand Rapids business schpci | o1
where he went af’cet]:-1 el*uscn igei ]
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home *here, but every day t; i
busy with something to h'eip'town ]
community. Not everytone i o
knows that, pecause he goes ta os
‘his work in the same .qux.ef y
that has characterized his 11_ e,
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